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The Fauquier High School
agriculture department needs to
replace its aging John Deere trac-
tor — and it needs help.

The 26-year-old tractor is sim-
ply past its heyday, according to
Dennis Pearson, Fauquier High’s
agriculture adviser.

“We get around 100 kids a
year on that tractor — 50 in the
fall, 50 in the spring,” said Pear-
son. “So with that many kids on it,
popping the clutch...” He laughed.
“It’s been a hard 26 years.”

Pearson said he approached
the county earlier this year and in-
quired about upgrading the tractor.

“He didn’t get very far
through the normal channels,”
said fellow Fauquier High agricul-
ture instructor Susan Hilleary.

“They told me, ‘Sorry, but
that’s not in the budget,’” Pearson
said. “So I thought, OK, we can
just raise it ourselves.”

To that end, the department is

working with New Virginia Trac-
tor to trade in the current model
for a John Deere 5055e. New Vir-
ginia Tractor offered the school
system $13,000 of trade-in value,
leaving the department to raise
the remaining $20,000.

Their first fundraising event
took place last weekend at the
Warrenton CFC Farm and
Home’s customer appreciation
day, with students preparing
hamburgers and the new tractor
on display.

The event was a huge suc-
cess, Pearson and Hilleary said.
The students collected $629 in
stand alone tips. Combined with
donations from “major contribu-
tors” — a donation of more than
$500 — the department has al-
ready around $12,000.

“I’m very pleased we’ve only
had one public event and are al-
ready more than halfway there,”
Pearson said. “That $20,000 is our
goal, but we’re not going to stop
there.” Any excess funds would

be used for other department im-
provements, Pearson said.

The school system purchased
the current tractor in 1990, back
when there was only one high
school in the county.

“It’s served the students very
well,” said Pearson. But in addi-
tion to the transmission prob-
lems, the tractor needs new tires.
It also doesn’t have four-wheel
drive or a front-end loader, Pear-
son said.

Both those features are stan-
dard on today’s tractors, he added.

“Prior to agriculture class, the
vast majority of our students have
never been on a tractor and have
no idea how to correctly or safely
operate one,” Hilleary said. So it’s
important for the teaching model
to be as current as possible.

The students have several
more fundraisers planned, Pear-
son said. 

Students will attend New Vir-
ginia Tractor’s open house on
April 9. They’ll set up shop at Mar-

shall Tractor Supply Demo Day
(April 30), and the John Marshall
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict 50th anniversary (May 10).

The final event is the Fauquier
County Fair in July. Pearson said
the department plans to attend all
four days of the fair.

The upgraded tractor will be
on display at each event, and all
major contributors will get their
names on a banner, donated by
Direct 2 Customer Marketing. 

Some of those contributors in-
clude community businesses like
NOVEC and the Fauquier
County Farm Bureau, as well as
Del. Michael Webert (R-Mar-
shall) and Virginia Sen. Jill Vogel
(R-Upperville).

“We’ve already had strong
support in the local agriculture
community, and we’re very grate-
ful for that,” Hilleary said.

For more information, contact ei-
ther Pearson (dpearson@fcps1.org)
or Hilleary (shilleary@fcps1.org), or
call (540) 326-2222.

REAL ESTATE
Association names top Realtors

The “Of The Year Awards” were presented to Tish
Smyth with Re/Max Regency for Realtor of the Year; Adele
Yost with Commission Express of Prince William for Affili-
ate of the Year; Linda Martin with Montague, Miller, & Co.
for Broker of the Year; Randy Smyth with Re/Max Regency
for Rookie of the Year; and Janet Holden with Century 21
New Millennium for Salesperson of the Year. GPAAR CEO,
Debbie M. Werling, said “All of the recipients should feel
very proud of their accomplishments and their community
contributions.”

LAUDED LAWYERS
Marie Washington honored 

The American Institute of Criminal
Law Attorneys has recognized the ex-
ceptional performance of criminal law
attorney Marie E. Washington as one of
2016’s 10 best criminal law attorneys for
client satisfaction.

The American Institute of Criminal
Law Attorneys is a third-party attorney
rating organization that publishes an an-
nual list of the top 10 criminal law attor-
neys in each state. Attorneys who are

selected to the “10 Best” list must pass AIOCLA’s rigorous
selection process, which is based on client and peer nomi-
nations, thorough research, and independent evaluation. 

YOUTH ART MONTH
Old Town merchants celebrate student art

Throughout March, businesses in Warrenton, including
Fauquier Times, have displayed student art in celebration
of Youth Art Month.

This year a record 40 businesses are participating in the
Community Art Walk. Each business displays student art-
work from around the county for a total of 103 pieces of
original artwork. A tag by the door of the business  identi-
fies it as a participant.

The culminating event of Youth Art Month is the All
County Arts Festival, which will be held Friday from 6 to 8
p.m. and Saturday from noon to 3 p.m. at Kettle Run High
School. Visual and performing arts will showcase the tal-
ents of the school division’s students. This year’s theme is
“Find Yourself in Art.” Admission is free, and the public is
invited to come and see hundreds of pieces of student art
as well as vocal ensembles, jazz bands, dramatic produc-
tions and a unique interactive exhibit.

FUEL GAUGE
Fuel prices rise over Easter weekend

The national average price for a gallon of gasoline
tipped over $2 for the first time in 2016 to $2.01 per gallon
last Thursday.

“Americans tend to travel more this time of year. In ad-
dition to celebrating Good Friday and Easter, many fami-
lies also take road trips for spring break. As they hit the
road, they will still pay the cheapest prices for gasoline for
the spring holy days and holidays and for spring break
since 2004,” said John B. Townsend II, AAA Mid-Atlantic’s
manager of public and government affairs. “The recent
uptick in the average retail price of gasoline can be attrib-
uted in part to another rite of spring: the seasonal
switchover from winter-grade to summer grade gasoline
at refineries across the land this springtime.”

On Tuesday morning, GasBuddy.com reported the
lowest fuel prices in Warrenton at $1.85 per gallon.

Marie E. 
Washington
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Business
A New Jersey-based corpo-

ration has purchased Fauquier’s
oldest nursing home facility.

Warrenton Realty, an LLC lo-
cated in New Jersey, purchased
Oak Springs of Warrenton on
March 21. The 3.1-acre retailed
for $9.2 million, according to
property transfer documents
from the Fauquier County Cir-
cuit Court clerk’s office.

The 130-bed facility, located at
614 Hastings Lane, has “provided
the community with reliable and
compassionate services” for the
last 40 years, according to its
website.

Oak Springs was estab-
lished in 1972 as a privately
owned facility. 

Through the years, its serv-

ices have covered respite care;
short-term care services for
people who require in-patient
rehabilitation after hospitaliza-
tion; and “long-term nursing
care for patients who need con-
tinuous assistance and supervi-
sion with daily activities.”

The facility charges $256
per day for a private room, and
$246 for a semi-private room.

The facility recently changed
its name to Brookside Rehabili-
tation and Nursing.

According to Virginia Health
Information data at vhi.org, Oak
Springs reported a net worth of
$7.3 million in 2014, the last pub-
licly available year of financial infor-
mation for the facility. It collected $9
million in patient revenue. 

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Oak Springs nursing
home sells for $9.2 million
130-bed facility under new care

Physical therapist marks 20 years of care
By Matt Wingfield
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Blaser Physical Therapy cele-
brates its 20th year in business
Friday. 

Owner Kendal Blaser first
opened her doors in 1996, in a
brick building behind the former
Walgreen’s, a property that is
now a barber shop. Her monthly
rent was $800, and at the time
there were only two employ-
ees — Blaser and a secretary. 

“I was as nervous as a cat on
a hot tin roof,” Blaser said, who
added she worried the rent would
leave her stretched too thin.

On her first day in the build-
ing, a pipe burst. After fixing that,
her first patient arrived to find the
office’s toilet overflowing.

“So there were plenty of ka-
booms along the way,” Blaser
said. “But it just showed me,
you’ve got to be ready to deal with
these kinds of things.”

That was three buildings and
nearly 20 years ago, though.
Blaser’s practice has expanded
from a single patient to as many
as 800 visits per month. Gone too
are the days of only two employ-
ees; Blaser now employs five full-
time physical therapists.

“I would not be here without
an amazing, dedicated staff,”
Blaser said. “I can’t give my staff
enough credit.”

Blaser admits her numbers
pale compared with to larger clin-
ics, but asserts that’s by design.

“We’ve stayed small on pur-
pose,” she said. “The market says
the next step is to set up a satellite
office...but [I never did because]
one, I would have gone insane.
And two, our quality of care
would have dipped.”

The practice issues patient
surveys to all outgoing patients,
and patients consistently praise
Blaser Physical Therapy’s quality
of care.

Ed Silansky first came to
Blaser Physical Therapy in Sep-
tember of 2014, “because it was

close.” Silansky started physical
therapy after a major knee surgery. 

“And, I wound up bringing
them a dozen roses and choco-
lates,” Silansky said. “They were
absolutely terrific.”

Silanksy’s wife, Sandra,
comes to the clinic for back prob-
lems, Silanksy said, and had a
similarly excellent experience.

“The staff here is caring,
they’re intelligent, they understand
the human anatomy very well, and
they walk you through it so that
you understand it too,” he added.
“I wouldn’t go anywhere else.”

This is Blaser 31st year prac-
ticing physical therapy. She and
her husband Tom moved to the
area shortly after college.

Blaser soon found herself
wanting to work part-time, and
after two years in home health at
Fauquier Hospital, she found her-
self administering physical ther-
apy to a friend. That quickly spun
off into her own business.

Blaser has seen the physical
therapy discipline change in
many ways through nearly two
decades, from advancement in
techniques to updated equip-
ment. But the biggest change,
she said, has come on the insur-
ance front with the rise of man-
aged care plans.

Managed care plans are a
type of health insurance that fea-
tures contracts with health care
providers and medical facilities to
provide care for members at re-
duced costs.

“Insurance now drives care
more than health does,” Blaser
said. “It used to be people weren’t
discharged until they were well;

now it’s when their insurance
stops covering them.”

Furthermore, Blaser said her
reimbursements — money an in-
surance company agrees to pay
for expenses that have been in-
curred and are covered under the
policy — have never gone up. 

That lack of upturn in profits
can, in turn, handicap the serv-
ices a clinic can afford to provide.

“I think we’re really seeing
the end of private practices being
able to stand on their own,”
Blaser said.

Still, Blaser is optimistic about
the future, and plans to celebrate
her success throughout the
month of April. In addition to a
celebratory banner, Blaser said
she plans to have cake and ice
cream available in the lobby. The
clinic itself is also getting a facelift
and fresh coat of paint.

Email the reporter: mwing-
field@virginianewsgroup.com.
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Kendal Blaser helps John Hall of Broad Run perform shoulder stretches during a physical
therapy session for Hall’s rotator cuff.

Blaser Physical Therapy
40 North Hill Dr. 
Warrenton
(540) 341-1922

Students bootstrap for a new school tractor


